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Learning Graphics Editing Software in Art Universities
—A Software Learning Curriculum Centered on Digital Image Processing Techniques—
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I have examined the learning of graphics editing software
(hereafter “graphics software”) that targets design students in art
universities.

Currently, the use of graphics software is indispensable in de-
sign production, and proficiency has a huge influence even on
completion of tasks. Furthermore, software constantly changes to
improve its sophistication, and students who study self-directed-
ly find themselves at a loss trying to master it. [ believe that for
this reason, an efficient learning method is necessary. Moreover,
based on questionnaire survey results, I have realized that this is
something that students strongly desire to learn.

A conventional teaching method that emphasizes on the de-
scription of operation and functions is useful for beginners. This
is because the speed in operating procedure is grasped through
exercises based on a selected description of functions. However,
if students do not understand the image processing technology,
which is the foundation of the software's functions, its applica-
tion and deep comprehension become all the more difficult.

Accordingly, I have constructed a curriculum that is centered
on digital image processing techniques that form the basis of the
graphics software. As a result, students have learned to handle
software function updates and operate various graphics software.
This paper presents the concept of these learning methods and

examines their results.
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